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A round-up of the last 2 years — from Stewart

This will be my final chairman’s chat.
2020 just had 3 meetings and 1 working day because of the Covid
Pandemic. The January meeting :- “The Boys” was about the
military planes over Devon in world war II, it was a very
interesting talk and slide show by John Lowe.
The February meeting about the Mayflower, I was unable to be
there because I was away. Unfortunately, the March, April and
May meetings were cancelled as was the skittles again because of Covid. After a
committee get together in August we were able to organise a September Working Day
for tractors and engines which thankfully, turned out to be a dry day. It was well
attended and I think, enjoyed by many.
Then the second lock down cancelled the October Gas-up and the rest of the meetings
that year. Some of our members enjoyed a day out at Imbert May’s amazing sale of
tractors, lorries and implements, during November.
2021 began with us still in lockdown so no meetings were able to be held from January
to May, however the summer saw a few events taking place. In July Chulmleigh Fair
saw a group of our members taking their tractors. There were 6 stationary engines and
approx. 80 tractors on view and a few other vehicles for people to admire.
Continued over…………………...
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In July we also had something a little different, a tractor run
which lasted about 2 hours and finished at the Countryman Inn
with a lovely carvery meal. Ten vehicles did the run and
although there were a few mechanical adjustments made on
route, they all reached their destination. They were then joined
by other club members, some with their partners so that 26
people sat down to enjoy the delicious meal, followed by a
draw, and by about 2.30 we all made our way home.

In August the Morchard Bishop gathering took place at the sports field. There were 7
stationary engines, together with several cars, tractors and lorries. It was a wet but
enjoyable day.
September was our first chance for club members to get together at the Working
Day. This was a fine day and was well attended. I was unable to attend as I had
Covid.
October was the Gas-up, a week later than planned. It was a good dry day unlike the
week previous! and was enjoyed by members some with and some without their
machinery. John organised a tractor run and once again Tina and Joe did the
refreshments. At the October meeting we heard about the evolution of the motor car
which was very interesting and I would like to thank Mr Tony Sparrow from
Morchard for the talk.
I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and all the best
for the future.
Stewart Rice
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A welcome from our new chairman
Following my 6 years as a club member and the most recent 2 years as
Vice-chairman I have recently been elected as the new Chairman.
At this point I would like to welcome our newly elected and re-elected committee
members and officers and thank those who have led the club over the years, most
recently Stewart Rice.
I am very proud to be the new chair as the club goes forward into its 40 th year. Our
birthday falls in October 2022 which we intend to celebrate in style. Committee
members with knowledge of our club’s history are formulating plans for the
celebration.
We are now able to plan with more confidence, as the effects of Covid are hopefully
less damaging to ourselves. In recent months some members have been affected by
Covid, but with the help of the vaccine, have recovered from it fairly well.
Our programme of events and meetings has now returned to normal, both inside and
out. Please support our newly elected officers and the club by coming along to the
events that you feel comfortable to attend.
I look forward to meeting up with you all during 2022.
John Moore

D e c e m b e r

Page 3

2 0 2 1

Deutz Tractors
by Paul Stanbury
In the current December issue of ‘Tractor and Machinery’ magazine they did an article
on the Bradworthy and District Ploughing Association event held in September at
Monkleigh, Nr. Torrington. The theme was Deutz, Same and Hurlimann tractors and
featured some Deutz tractors I had there on display.
I have since been asked by the Mid Devon Tractor Club to give a report on those tractors
and how I came to collect them. When I told someone I had a collection of Deutz
tractors, the reply was: “Well I suppose someone has to!!”
The German Deutz firm were one of the first to build a ‘diesel’ engine tractor and put it
into production in 1927. They then developed the air cooled diesel engine in 1942 which
was further developed over the next couple of decades to become one of the world’s
leading manufacturers of diesel engines from single cylinder to 12 cylinders, used in
agriculture, commercial, industrial and marine.
We had a number of Deutz tractors on the farm, the first one was purchased in 1982 from
K J Stoneman of Copplestone. It was a DX85 which was the main tractor on the farm for
a few years before it was demoted for a DX120. I still have the DX85, it has a 5 cylinder
air cooled engine and never gave any trouble. I did it up in 2013/14, the first tractor
restoration I had ever attempted. When it was finished I decided it needed a couple more
older Deutz tractors to accompany it, so found two small ones in need of some serious
work. A 1956 single cylinder F1L/612 and an early 1960’s two cylinder D30 which I
restored the following year. So, that was the beginning of a collection that somehow just
kept on growing!!

DX85

Deutz F4L/514

I imported three of the collection from Canada, all needing restoration, two have been
completed. The F4L/514 was featured in the Tractor and Machinery Magazine at the
Bradworthy and District Ploughting event where it was awarded the best theme tractor in
the event.

Page 4

D e c e m b e r

2 0 2 1

Deutz Intrac

In the early 1980’s K J Stoneman had a Deutz Intrac in stock which we had on
demonstration for a while. Development of this concept tractor started in the early
70’s. They were the first to develop a flat floor front mounted cab for high visibility
and comfort for the driver. The front linkage and PTO meant it could operate
implements both front and rear and could carry a hopper for fertiliser and seed or a
tank for crop spraying on the rear platform.
Not many were imported into the UK as they were much more expensive than a
standard tractor and probably ahead of their time. I had not seen one since the one we
had on demonstration until I saw Steve Cheers from Holsworthy had one for sale in
March 2020. It had been used in Somerset for harvesting willow for many years and
then laid up for some time. So, I purchased it and restored it to its current condition.
This one was also featured it the Tractor and Machinery Magazine report.

First Prize at Chulmleigh Fair

Some of the collection

I now have quite a collection of old Deutz tractors and think it’s time to stop
collecting any more and focus on restoring the ones waiting to be done!!
Paul Stanbury
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Mid Devon Tractor Engine & Machinery Group
Financial Statements Year Ended 31.10.21

Any member wishing to view the Financial
Statement please contact Tina Slade.
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Speakers & Club Events for early 2022
NB

Club Meetings now held at Morchard Bishop Memorial Hall

Jan

19
29

Feb

16

March 16
19
April

2
20
29 to 2 May
18
June 25
June 30 2 July
July
23
Aug 25
25-29
Sept
Oct
Nov 16

Club night - Speaker will discuss his many trips to
Antarctica and the aircraft involved in the expeditions
Somerset Tractor Show, Shepton Mallet - includes
machinery auction on 29th
Club night - 2 talks
1. The history of Morchard Bishop Village Hall
2. An insight of the night 2 RAF planes collided over
Morchard Bishop
Club night - Overview of the John Deere machinery
manufacture in Germany & the USA
Skittle Night versus East Devon Club at London Inn,
Morchard Bishop inc buffet
Working Day at New Buildings
Club Night - speaker tbc
Abbey Hill Steam Rally
Club night - speaker tbc
Coldridge Fete & Rally
Devon County Show
Chulmleigh Old Fair
Mid Devon Show
Holsworthy Show
Great Dorset Steam Fair
Working Day - tbc
Gas Up/Road Run – Morchard Road.
AGM

